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u003cbu003eWitty, “utterly compelling” short stories about Jewish men of a certain age, by the u003ciu003eNew York
Timesu003c/iu003e–bestselling author of u003ciu003eSnobberyu003c/iu003e (u003ciu003eSan Francisco Chronicle
Book Reviewu003c/iu003e).u003c/bu003eu003cbr /u003eu003cbr /u003e Set in Chicago and populated by characters
ranging from lawyers and professors to scrap metal dealers, this collection of insightful and entertaining short fiction
examines the crossroads and turning points of life, and the challenge of growing older and feeling suddenly adrift in a
radically changed world.u003cbr /u003e u0026#xa0;u003cbr /u003e “Epstein’s narrators tend to be tough,
hardworking, and solitary men who have survived poverty, the Holocaust, ruthless competition, and impossible
domestic situations only to confront old age and a jittery new world that to their pragmatic eyes seems neurotic,
flimsy, indulgent, and vacuous. Yet Epstein’s heroes—guys like salesman Moe Bernstein, dry-cleaner mogul Artie Glick,
a bartender, a scamming ex-con, and a few soulful academics—do not despair. They maintain their sense of humor,
they take chances, they open their hearts, and they find life sweeter than ever before. As rich in clever banter as in
philosophic musings, Epstein’s funny and wise stories celebrate independence, the inner life, generosity of spirit, and
rolling with the punches.” —u003ciu003eBooklistu003c/iu003eu003cbr /u003e u0026#xa0;u003cbr /u003e “Epstein,
always a graceful writer, also happens to possess a stand-up comic’s gift for punch lines.” —u003ciu003eThe New York
Times Book Reviewu003c/iu003e
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